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Part A

TIME: 15 minutes

* Look at the four texts, A-D, in the separate Text Booklet.

* For each question, 1-20, look through the texts, A-D, to find the relevant information.
» Write your answers on the spaces provided in this Question Paper.

* Answer all the questions within the 15-minute time limit.

* Your answers should only be taken from texts A-D and must be correctly spelt.

Paracetamol overdose: Questions

Questions 1-7

For each question, 1-7, decide which text (A, B, C or D) the information comes from. Write the letter
A, B, C or D in the space provided. You may use any letter more than once.

In which text can you find information about

1 the various symptoms of patients who have taken too much paracetamol?

2 the precise levels of paracetamol in the blood which require urgent intervention?
3 the steps to be taken when treating a paracetamol overdose patient?

4  whether paracetamol overdose was intentional?

5  the number of products containing paracetamol?

6 what to do if there are no details available about the time of the overdose?

7 dealing with paracetamol overdose patients who have not received adequate nutrition?

Questions 8-13

Answer each of the questions, 8-13, with a word or short phrase from one of the texts. Each answer
may include words, numbers or both. You should not write full sentences.

8 If paracetamol is used as a long-term painkiller, what symptom may get worse?

9 It may be dangerous to administer paracetamol to a patient with which viral condition?

10 What condition may develop in an overdose patient who presents with jaundice?
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11 What condition may develop on the third day after an overdose?

12

13

What drug can be administered orally within 10 - 12 hours as an alternative to acetylcysteine?

What treatment can be used if a single overdose has occurred less than an hour ago?

Questions 14-20

Complete each of the sentences, 14-20, with a word or short phrase from one of the texts. Each answer may
include words, numbers or both.

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

END OF PART A
THIS QUESTION PAPER WILL BE COLLECTED
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If a patient has taken metoclopramide alongside paracetamol, this may affect the

of the paracetamol.

After 24 hours, an overdose patient may present with pain in the

For the first 24 hours after overdosing, patients may only have such symptoms as

Acetylcysteine should be administered to patients with a paracetamol level above the high-risk treatment

line who are taking any type of medication.

A non-high-risk patient should be treated for paracetamol poisoning if their paracetamol level is above

mg/litre 8 hours after overdosing.

A high-risk patient who overdosed hours ago should be given

acetylcysteine if their paracetamol level is 25 mg/litre or higher.

If a patient does not require further acetylcysteine, they should be given treatment categorised as

only.
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